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Your Excellency Secretary of State for Equality and Inclusion, Ms Maria Jose Fonseca,
Your Excellency Mr Andrew Jacobs, Ambassador of the European Union to Timor-Leste,
Honourable Members of the Parliament,
Members of the Government, 
Representatives of the Diplomatic Missions, 
Representatives of the civil society,
Student representatives,
Members of the media,
Colleagues from the UN, Dear colleagues from Timor-Leste and regional offices, 
Distinguished guests, 
Ladies and gentlemen, girls and boys

Today, on the occasion of the launch of the Spotlight Initiative Country Programme in Timor-Leste, I would like to draw attention to one of the most prevalent and persistent human rights violations in the world – violence against women and girls.
Globally, it is estimated that one in three women experience gender-based violence in their lifetime and every day, 137 women around the world are killed by a member of their own family.
In countries that are in conflict, we know that violence, including harassment, emotional coercion, sexual violence and abuse, is often used by men and boys to conquer and supress opponents. But even in countries that are at “peace” and considered to be “developed”, violence against women and girls (as well as children), especially the most disadvantaged including people with disabilities, remains pervasive and prevalent.  It happens in homes, in schools, in places of work, in public and private places, in all sectors and in all societies.
This matters because violence against women and girls scars individuals. It stops people from achieving their potential. It affects communities, societies, nations and economies. It impacts on the human rights and development of all peoples and nations. Despite its persistence and prevalence, violence against women and girls is ‘not normal’. We all benefit from ending violence against women and girls – as there is no one who wins when women and girls face violence.
The Secretary General of the United Nations has stated very clearly that this is fundamentally about ‘’power relations” between men and women and that to address critical challenge, we need a shift in power relations to create societies that are more equal and where every individual, regardless of their gender, sexual orientation or abilities, is able to live in peace and dignity.  
In Timor-Leste, like many countries in the world, it is estimated that every third woman is affected by gender-based violence in her lifetime. Recognizing that gender-based violence is a phenomenon deeply rooted in gender inequality, the Government identified VAWG as a significant barrier to the country’s sustainable development and achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030.
In my discussions with colleagues and friends in Timor-Leste the three main explanations for the high level of violence against women in girls in the country revolve around: (i) the history of the country; (ii) the fact that we have a young population; and (iii) some elements of the culture of the country. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Today, I would like to challenge those explanations. In terms of the history of the country, I firmly believe that the veterans (men and women) who fought for freedom in Timor-Leste, fought for freedom for all citizens regardless of their gender. We have many prominent veterans throughout the country who are ‘role models’ for others and help to set examples of leadership and good behaviour for younger generations. We know that Timor-Leste has a young population with almost 70% of the population under the age of 35. I believe that young people worldwide have a good understanding of what constitutes the ‘right ways’ to behave and even where people grew up in situations where they have witnessed violence, we can all choose to behave differently towards others and reject violence. We can all set good examples for others. Thirdly, while there may be elements of any culture that can be used to justify certain types of behaviour, I do not believe that there is anything in Timorese culture that justifies the use and abuse of power by men and boys to coerce and abuse women and girls.  
Let me now, explain a bit about the Spotlight Initiative and why I am excited to be a part of it. In support of the national efforts to address this key barrier to sustainable development, the Government of Timor-Leste, European Union and United Nations have come together in an unprecedented scale to  invest in the future of women and girls of Timor-Leste that is free of violence.  The launch of the EU-UN Spotlight Initiative is the beginning of accelerated efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development Goal 5 on gender equality, and the specific target on eliminating all forms of violence against women and girls. The initiative aims at making catalytic investments over the next 2-3 years that can result in lasting change both at the national level and in the municipalities of Ermera, Bobonaro and Viqueque (where the UN believes we can make the most difference and also complement other work that is already underway led by other partners in the country).
The Spotlight Initiative is an ambitious and comprehensive programme covering: laws and policies; institutions; prevention; essential services; data: and support to civil society and women’s movements. We will seek to strengthen relationships between partners across sectors, individuals and communities. We want to engage with people as agents of change to end violence against women and girls. We know this must include strong engagement of men and boys. It must also include learning from the experiences of survivors of violence. By understanding the unique experiences of survivors, we can better intervene to prevent violence from happening at all.
The Spotlight Initiative is by no means the first programme to tackle GBV in Timor-Leste. It does, however, come with new and exciting approaches. For instance, Spotlight will apply a “lifecycle” approach to violence, recognizing the continuum of violence that women and girls may experience at different points in their lives. Girls and boys who are exposed to intimate partner violence are more likely to be involved in abusive relationships as adults and are more likely to use harsh parenting against their own children. For this reason, we will work with partners to reach adolescents, given that perpetration and experiences of violence against women and girls often first occurs during that age. Indeed, young people are key to breaking the inter-generational cycle of violence.  With 70% of the population under 35, the young people – and some of them are here with us today - have a critical role to play in ending violence against women and girls in Timor-Leste. We will partner with young people and communities, across gender identities, and sectors in different spaces. As we see across the world, young people are key influencers and can encourage gender equitable norms, attitudes and practices in society, and build healthy relationship skills in private, professional and social spaces. 
A vital partner in Spotlight is civil society. Developments in rights for women and girls would not have been possible without advocacy and persistence from civil society. Across the programme pillars, civil society and the women’s movement will be partners, with dedicated efforts to strengthen the movement through organizational development support. 
For the UN, as a part of the UN development system reform, the Spotlight Initiative exemplifies a new way of working together, so that our collective results are greater than the sum of our parts. Under the Spotlight Initiative, with strategic leadership from the UN Resident Coordinator, five UN agencies – UN Women (technical coordinator), ILO, UNDP, UNFPA and UNICEF - will bring their technical expertise and resources to the Initiative for a coherent response. 
This partnership is about all of us working together in new ways, bringing together experiences from Timor-Leste and around the world. It is about drawing on collaboration and connecting ideas from others to strengthen the momentum of the existing movement for gender equality in Timor-Leste. And most importantly, it is about all of us standing up to say NO to the normalization of violence against women and girls; and to say YES to a future where all women and girls of Timor-Leste are free from violence and able to fulfil their full potential. 
Together, we must make this a reality.
I thank you.
-END-
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